Phonics workshop
Reception

Thursday 8t October 2026



What are we going to cover?

* Terminology

* Phase 2 and phase 3 sounds- examples and
pronounciation

* Different stages of learning to read

* How you can support your child at home

* Questions



End of year expectations: K‘

Comprehension ELG

* - Demonstrate understanding of what has been read to them by retelling stories and narratives
using their own words and recently introduced vocabulary;

e - Anticipate — where appropriate — key events in stories;

* - Use and understand recently introduced vocabulary during discussions about stories, non-fiction,
rhymes and poems and during role-play.

Word Reading ELG
e - Say a sound for each letter in the alphabet and at least 10 digraphs;
* - Read words consistent with their phonic knowledge by sound-blending;

* - Read aloud simple sentences and books that are consistent with their phonic knowledge,
including some common exception words

Writing ELG

e - Write recognisable letters, most of which are correctly formed;

* - Spell words by identifying sounds in them and representing the sounds with a letter or letters;
e - Write simple phrases and sentences that can be read by others.




ELS:::
What is Phonics?

A method of teaching beginners to read and pronounce
words by learning to associate letters or letter groups with

the sounds they represent.

There are 44 main sounds in the English Language. Each
sound is represented by a grapheme (the written
representation of a sound).




What is Phonics? ELS:: ’V“

Phoneme: the smallest single identifiable sound in a word. CVC word- consonant
For example, in the word 'cat’ there are three phonemes c/a/t. vowel consonant ’

| | E.G. cat/dog/sat/pin
Grapheme: the written representation of a sound.

_ _ . CVCC word-
Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the consonant, vowel,
word 'shop”, consonant, consonant

E.G. best/ help
Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, figh/ in the

word 'night’, CCVC word- consonant,
consonant, vowel,
Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more cansonant

consonants. For example, fa-e/ in the word 'cake’. E.G. frog/drip
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What is ELS?

Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS) is our chosen
phonics programme

Children will experience the joy of books and language
whilst rapidly acquiring the skills they need to become
fluent independent readers and writers.
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How do we teach phonics?

* We use a simple, consistent approach to teaching
phonics.

*  We have mnemonics and rhymes to support learning
and recall

* We teach phonics every single day from the first days of
Reception
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How do we teach phonics?

* Phonics throughout the day to review new sounds &
graphemes taught

« Lots of opportunities for oral blending- /c/ foa/ /t/

» We teachthe ‘code’ for reading, alongside teaching
vocabulary.
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Phase 2 and 3 phonemes

How do we teach phonics?

il

s o)
Letters ond
Sounds

X

We teach a new sound 4
days a week. The fifth day
is a review day.

We also teach and review
‘harder to read and spell” words.
These are words which are NOT
decodable. We cannot sound
these out, we have to learn to
recognise these by sight.



How do we teach phonics? L Seen
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° ? Essential
How do we teach phonics: ELS

Letters and
Sounds

[ p—————

Read the sentence. Click on the icon to reveal the picture.

The rat ran.

Read the sentence. Click on the icon to reveal the picture.

He had hot chips
at lunch.



ELS Progression
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MurserePre-Schoal
Seven aspects:

« Body percussion

« Rhigthm and rhymme
+ Alliteration

» Waice soumnds

» Orall blending

LY

» Enironmental sounds
» Instrumental sounds

Recepition Autumn |

« Oral blending

+ Sounding out and blending
with 23 new grapherme-
phoneme correspondences
[GPCs)

+ 12 new harder to read and
pell (HRS) words

Reception Autumn 2. Spring T
and Spring 2
« Oral blending
= Spunding out and blending
with 2% new GPCs
» 32 mew HRS words
= Revision of Phase 2
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ELS Progression

Recepeion Summer |

+ Ozl blending

* No rew GPCy

v MO firw MRS words

« ‘Wword Sructumes - ovec,
COWE, COVEX, 00OV, CO0WDE
¢ Sulfioes

» Ravidon of Mhace 2 and
Phase 3

Recoption Summer 2

* Imtradection to Phase 5 for
adng

» 20 twrw GPCs

= 16 nt'w HRS wonds

¥ear 7 Autume ) angd 2

= Revtsicn of previcusly
Laught Phase S CINs

= 2 new GPCs

* 9 new HRS worth

Wi 7 Spving 1 omd 2

= Alternathve spediings for
previoushy 1aught sounds

» 4% rmerw GPCy

» & ew MRS words

» Oral blending

« Revision of Phase 2. Phase
3 and Phase &

Enzentol
EL Letters ond
S B NV o0

Yoar | Sumemer, Yoar 2 and Key

Stoge 2

* WILh ELS, phemcs teachng
Q00s NOE SLOoP af the end
of Year L, but continues a5
chidgdoen mowe thiough the
sehool, with lrks being
made batween thss CPC
Anawdedge and pelling

+ Revivom of all previcuyiy
Tauge GPCs for toading and
welling

« Wider seading. speling and
writing curmouium
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Supporting your child with reading at home
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Children are only reading from books that are entirely
decodable
Your child should be able to read their book confidently
We only use pure sounds when decoding words (no ‘uh’ after
the sound)
We want them to practise reading their book 4 times across
the week working on these skills:

decode

fluency

. expression

L Oxford LUin ety Frams 31251
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Decodable- they should recognise
every sound in the book.

When we read individually with your
child we read the next set, which
should be more challenging, in order
to assess them. If they have learnt
the next set of sounds we will move
them on.

We do whole class teaching every
day so all children are getting taught

and exposed to the new sounds.

Individual intervention is given if
needed.

Please write in their reading records.



Pronouncing pure sounds ELS

We must use pure sounds when we are pronouncing the
sounds and supporting children in reading words.
cat not cuh a tuh

If we mispronounce these sounds we will make reading harder
for our children.

There are videos for this on our school website where you can
hear the correct pronunciation of the sounds.

T

Click on this link to watch the pronunciation videos. You can

find these on the school website:
Home >> Parents >> Useful Information >> English

(I




How to support your child with reading:

* Consider which stage your child is at.

* It is important not to push your child on until they have grasped
the earlier set of skills- this can lead to reluctant and
demotivated readers.

* Phase 1/oral blending skills are essential skills that children
must have before they can read words independently.

* Consider the time of day and length of time.

* Promote reading for enjoyment. Comprehension and discussion
IS SO Important.



How to support your child with reading: ’I‘

Stage 1: Oral blending

Option 1:

You read the story and pick a word on each page to orally sound out and blend for your child.
You then say the whole word. Ask the children to repeat back with you.

Adult: c-a-t, cat, let’s do that together
Adult and child: c-a-t cat.

Try using robot

. . arms and
Option 2. blending
You sound out the word- they blend it together hands as this
Adult: c-a-t? may help your
. hild.
Child: cat -

* Point to the letters when doing this to help them make the connection between the phoneme
and grapheme.

*If your child is still grasping oral blending play lots of games to promote this. (see website)



How to support your child with reading: ’:4

Stage 2: Blending for reading https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vqvqMtSNswo

Option 1:

You read the story and pick an easy CVC word for your child to try and sound out. They may be able to recognise the
sounds and say them but need support to blend.

Child: c-a-t tap? at?

Adult: Let’s try that together.

Adult and child repeat together: c-a-t

Adult: cat.

Option 2:

Your child recognises the sounds and can blend them together independently.

Please note if your child has just learnt to blend you may need to build up the amount of words/pages you expect them
to read. This can vary depending on the book. A couple of pages is plenty at this stage. It is better to do small amounts
every day to be getting regular practise at this skill.

Option 3:

Once Kour child is confidently blending all words in a book we can encourage them to sound out in their head and say
the whole word aloud. This technique will develop their fluency. This is also a good opportunity to talk about and
explore expression.



word 'shop’.

D I g ra p h/t rl g ra p h Digraph: two letters making one sound. For example, /sh/ in the W

&

S pOtt I n g . Trigraph: three letters making one sound. For example, /igh/ in the
word 'night’.

Split digraph: two vowel letters split but are split by one or more
consonants. For example, /a-e/ in the word 'cake’.

I had fish and chips for my dinner.
The goat and the sheep are on the farm.

It is too dark at night.
7 2o



Harder to read and spell word examples: ’Z‘

I the to go  push was

------------------------------------------
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Comprehension:
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Comprehension activities " ﬁ'
Story times :\/ | ﬁ'

b
* Rend daily with your child and talk about the pictures | ﬁ'

-What is happening?
-How are the characters feeling? reading fogether!
-Can they predict what might happen next?

-Can they suggest an alternative ending? ﬁ
-Can they talk about the structure of the story and recoll information? What hoppens at the beginning/middle/end? ﬁ,
-Have you read o story like this before? Can you make comparizons and relote it to your own experiences?

* Have fun making up your own stories! ﬁl
Think about the following: ﬁ'
WHERE- What is the setting for your story?

WHO- Who are the main characters? Is there a good/bad character?

WHAT? What is going to happen? What is the problem? E.g. someone gets lost/comes across an evil character/finds s 4,
Treasure i ADYENTURE ' )
EMD- How will your story end/be resolved? e P
PR ™y .
*Vocabularmy £ Trey out some ﬁ,

story telling

-What does this word mean? Can you use it in o sentence? books to help you.

i make up your cwn \ﬁ,
R

- Can you make an action to show what it means?
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Other tips: K‘

 When reading story books, involve your child- can they spot any
harder to read and spell words? Can they spot any of the digraphs we
have learnt? Or are there any words in the book they could have a go
at reading? (This makes them feel very grown up!)

e Comprehension
e Little and often. Aim for 3-4 times a week, even if this is one page.
* Please write in the reading record book.

* Keep it fun- remember to talk about the story, characters, make
predictions, suggest alternative endings.

e Use the environment to promote reading: signs, shops, menu’s.



Fine and gross motor activities z4

Gross motor skills: involve the large muscles in the arms, legs and torso
Examples: running, climbing, jumping, ball skills such as throwing and kicking

Fine motor skills: involve activities which use the small muscles in the hands
and wrists

Examples: using tweezers, buttoning, cutting with scissors, pinching and rolling
playdough, large scale mark making and painting. If mark making, practise
making anti-clockwise movements and retracing vertical lines.

It is essential that children develop and strengthen these muscles through
these activities before being able to effectively hold a pencil and form letters.



Fine motor activities:

Threading, pinching,
pouring, squeezing, pushing



Mark making and writing "

* Make it fun and give it a purpose!




What we do at school to promote these ’Z‘
skills?

* Climbing

* Digging
* Building

* Mark making opportunities in all areas
* Line dancing
* Busy fingers

Have a discussion on your tables about what sort of things you do/could do at home or outside of @

school to support their fine and gross motor skills? ® O
A



Example of the
progression of
writing:

1. Pictures

&

2. Random
Scribbling

3. Scribble Writing
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4. Symbols That
Represent Letters

5. Random Letters
(No refaticnthg between
sounds of lettert cnd what
the child is trying Pe soy )
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6. Letter Strings

(Progresses from left 10 rgha
ored Top P Sotiom when the

child “rends” ht wrteg )
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7. Letter Groups

(The greups heve spaces
Setween 10 resemble words )
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what the words are)
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(The horse can run)

9. Beginning Sounds
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SEATENCES Liny) SN words and
2207 the begrewnyg sourdls of
words )

W un to “nts

(We went 10 The store )

10. Early Inventive
Spelling
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Writing
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Supporting your child with writing at home

QO = & 8 = )

You can use the spelling sequence with your children at home
to support them with their writing.

&

Let’s try this with the word: rain

We also practise saying our sentences before we write them to
make sure we write the sentence we have planned and to
ensure it makes sense!

S

© Oxford University Press 2021
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Supporting your child with writing at home
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Seqmen’rmq and writing Ionqer words
As your child develops their segmenting skills they will begin trying to spell longer words.
These words do not have to be spelt accurately, as long as they are phonetically plausible.

unicorn
planet



Examples of writing in EYFS:

Context
'Benisin t_pe role play area which is a hospital ]
Observation A packe.r Of
tablets and
_ L \j‘ij’ medicine and a can
v DO %C\O = < W JR/D, of medicine. This
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I went to London I
saw dinosaur bones
I went to the
museum.
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goldish yellow. He looks

o ‘-,.1;‘\—-)\,_ On*  HY RS owu old and a bit dirty with
o a sewn oh nose.
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L :LL (S Moov n
A0S crawen il Ak
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‘%’r is crawling wak . ess
and is moving R

and is crawling

[l a
everywhereand

iT's got five legs.

Caterpillars eat
leaves. They
have lots of legs.
He makes a
cocoon.



Resources for parents >z4

* Sound cards-amazon https://www.amazon.co.uk/Essential-Letters-Sounds-
Grapheme-

Reception/dp/1382032919/ref=asc_df 1382032919/?tag=googshopuk-
21&linkCode=df0&hvadid=606577469952&hvpos=&hvnetw=g&hvrand=60
34962102326414368&hvpone=&hvptwo=&hvgmt=&hvdev=c&hvdvcmd|=&
hvlocint=&hvlocphy=1006512&hvtargid=pla-
1793108378283&psc=1&th=1&psc=1

* Phase 3 and Phase 5 phonics sheet
 Harder to Read and Spell word overview
* Comprehension sheet

* “Top Tips’ page on the website

* Website- ELS videos



Questions?




