
Reception: Knowledge Organiser: Spring 2: Once upon a time

Spring Summer Autumn Winter

Key books this half term: 

We will be learning to retell, 
take on a character and act 
out the story of Jack and the 
Beanstalk. Then we will use 
the Runaway Pea to help us 
think about how plants grow 
and what food grows as a 
plant.
Vocabulary: bean, plant, grow, 
soil.

The theme for World Book day this 
year is empathy. We will be reading 
these books and discussing how the 
characters are feeling. We will then 
discuss how we can be good friends. 
We will also be celebrating how we 
are all unique and why this is a great 
thing!

Vocabulary: emotion, empathy, 
unique

How can you learn at home?

Seasons- As we begin to change seasons, 
encourage your children to spot the signs of 
Spring. Notice how the days are getting 
longer, buds are starting to grow etc.

Traditional Tales- Take a trip to your local 
library and read different versions of your 
favourite traditional tales. Can you find any 
traditional tales from other countries or 
cultures?

Singing/Rhymes – Have a look at our 
website for the Rhymes of the Week. They 
include: The farmer plants the seed, Old 
Mother Hubbard and Wiggly Woo.

Possible experiences:
Planting our own beans and 
watching them grow.
Carrying out simple plant 
investigations.

Possible experiences:
Creating our own patchwork Elmer using 
everyone’s unique designs.
Click on the link below for some other World 
Book day ideas that you could do at home 
https://www.worldbookday.com/celebrate-
world-book-day/

Possible experiences: Explore books 
where they mix up or change traditional tales 
such as ‘Use Your Imagination’ by Nicola 
O’Byrne and use these to influence and make 
up your own alternative versions.  

Holi

Jack and the Beanstalk
The Runaway Pea

Elmer
The Lion Inside

Goldilocks and the Three Bears

To finish of the term we will be reading 
Goldilocks and the Three Bears. We will 
use our knowledge of traditional tales to 
innovate and change aspects to the story in 
order to become Awesome Authors and 
write our own stories.
Vocabulary: character, setting, cottage, 

100 Day 
Party! Easter

100 days of school celebrations!
To celebrate our 100th day of school we 
will have a party! This will involve lots of 

the number 100 activities as well as 
party games! Remember the children can 

come to school in their own clothes on 
this day.

Ramadan

Ramadan
Throughout the month of Ramadan we will be speaking to the children 
about what happens and why it is important. If you would like to come in 
and share your knowledge with the children, please let us know!
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Maths: Number and measure
Numbers to 100– as part of our 100 day celebrations, we will be 
exploring numbers up to 100 by making 100 square puzzles, learning to 
count in 10s and representing 100 in different ways.

10 and some more- We will be using our existing knowledge to explore 
the composition of teen numbers. Having worked on Number bonds to 
ten we will then explore how to make teen numbers with a base of 10. 

Number bonds- We will work on finding how two numbers make up a 
bigger number e.g.. Number bonds to 5 may be 3+2 or 4+1. We will work 
on these using visual aids and objects. We will start with number bonds 
to 5 and 6 using part- whole models. 

Finding the whole and missing parts- This is the beginning of 
subtraction. We will count how many objects we have altogether (the 
‘whole’) and then practise taking some  (part) away and counting how 
many are left. As an extra challenge we will look at number problems 
which give you the whole and one part and the children will need to 
explore how they could work out what the missing part is.

Measuring length– we will be measuring length in a variety of non-
standard ways e.g. how many hands long is the table? Can you measure 
the carpet using pencils? We will also begin to explore measuring using 
centimetres when observing the growth of our bean plants.

Phonics
This half term we will not be learning any new sounds. Instead, 
we will be reviewing and securing what we have learnt so far 
and working on writing simple sentences and phrases. In 
preparation for writing, we will orally rehearse what we are 
going to write and repeat this back a few times to help us 
remember it. 
Alongside this, we will be focussing on using syllables to help us 
break longer words into more manageable chunks when reading 
and writing and developing further strategies to support our 
reading fluency. 

Glossary:
Digraph: two letters which make one sound
Trigraph: three letters which make one sound
Phoneme: the sound when it is spoken
Grapheme: the sound when it is written down

Phonics at home:

When reading with your child, practise being ‘digraph spotters’. 
Look at the unknown word and encourage your child to identify 
any digraphs they can see before reading the whole word. 

To write the sounds into a word you can use the following 
method:

Say it: part
Stretch it: paaaarrrrt (stretch the word out loud)
Robot talk: p-ar-t (use robot arms to break up the sounds)
Blending hands: part (say the whole word after sounding out)
Count the sounds: p (1), ar (2), t (4) (count on your fingers how 
many sounds you can hear)
Say it: part (say the whole word out loud one more time)
Write it: Adult to write it first and hide it. Then child has a go.

Say it Stretch 
it

Robot 
arms

Blending 
hands

Count 
the 

sounds

Say the 
word again

Maths at home
Take part in our 100 Day celebration by 
creating your own representation of 100 
and bring it in to show us (e.g. a model 
made of 100 lego bricks, 100 stickers 
etc)

Maths at home
Measure length in different ways at home 
e.g. how many steps long is your garden? 
Draw around the hands, feet or whole 
bodies of your family and put them in 
order of size from smallest to biggest. 

Key dates for the diary

Wednesday 4th February– 100 Day Party!

Thursday 5th March - World Book Day

Tuesday 17th and Thursday 19th March – Parent’s evening 
consultations 

Friday 27th March– EYFS Storytelling workshops. School finishes 
at 1.30pm on this day.

PSHE: Jigsaw: Healthy Me
This half term we will be focusing on how to be 
healthy. We will explore healthy eating, looking after 
our teeth and the importance of exercise and sleep.

PE: Gross motor skills
This half term we will be completing a Dance unit using 
the theme of Nursery rhymes. We will be exploring 
different gross motor movements with our body and 
putting them into a sequence. This will involve different 
ways of travelling as well as balancing. This will build on 
our stamina, strength and flexibility!

PE at home
Encourage your child to explore what they are 
capable of doing by taking reasonable risks e.g. 
climbing trees or using climbing equipment at the park. 

Understanding the world: Growing plants

This half term we will be growing our own bean 
plants and learning about what plants need to 
thrive. We will look at how plants grow and the 
jobs of their different parts. We will also be 
exploring how different fruits and vegetables 
grow and linking this to what makes a healthy 
diet.
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