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St Peter's School
Curriculum
Intent, Implementation & Impact

At St Peter’s, the cwriculum is designed to build upon children's prior learning, provide leaming experiences that

Our cwriculum is underpinned, by our core values of positive, inclusive and caring.

Every child is recognised as a unigue individual. We celebrate and welcome differences within our school)
community, and teach the children about how communities outside St Albans may live differently to them, at the,
same time aiming to foster a tolerance and understanding of difference.

The ability to learn is supported by the teaching of skills, knowledge, concepts and values with o vision to prepare
them for life beyond school. We constantly provide enrichment opportunities to engage leaming. We helieve that
childhood should be a happy, investigative and enquiring time in our lives, where there are no limits to- curiosity,
and there is a thirst for new experiences and knowledge. We use our core values to promote positive attitudes to
We strive to- make sure that children leave St Peter's with a sense of helonging to a community where they have
lifelong learners.

At St Peter’'s School, we place an emphasis on quality, first teaching in the classroom. Teachers know the children

children can emhed their learning in their long term memory. Our pedagogy is hased on owr belief that learning

takes place hest when children understand the purpose of what they are leaming; are engaged, enthused and

active participants in lessons. Across the school the following approuches are regular features of our teaching:

e Use of high quality and diverse texts

e Effective use of questioning and dialogue between teachers and pupils and pupils with each other where
responses are valued and ideas built upon

e  Children ruising questions to he explored

e  Collahorutive learning in pairs and groups, including use of ‘talk partners

‘thinking out loud

e  Focus on vocabulary

e Meaningful feedback which children have opportunities to respond to

e Development of positive behaviowr for learming

provide clear, direct feedhack. The@uwm&ongum@assmnmwuyommwwoﬁmxtmp&mwaw
Opportunities to revisit knowledge and skills are planned so that the learning ‘sticks’ and is retained and the
curriculum is adapted, to address any gaps. in leamning.

teachers to allow for teachers planning time. French is taught to all the classes in Key Stage Two by a French
specialist, all children in Key Stage Two are also taught by a music teacher.




Classroom Environment
Our classroom enwironments are used to support owr curriculwm intent and implementation.

e Working wulls' are a common featwre in classrooms with modelled, examples, prompts and vocabulary
readily accessible for children to refer to- and referenced to during lessons to scaffold and support leamning.

o Other displays celebrate work.

e Learning resouwrces such as concrete manipulatives in Maths, word bhanks, dictionaries, spellings are
readily available to all children.

o All classrooms have Book Corers which are inviting and encowrage children to develop a love of reading
e All casses have access to a range of ipads, laptops and chromehooks which are used hoth in dedicated

Enrichment

Through our wider cwrriculum we provide a wide variety of enrichment opportunities including:
e Visitors to school with specialist knowledge or interests. eg STEM amhassadors, MP, authors,
e Opportunities to participate in a range of activities eg performances at the Royal Albert Hall and St Albhans
Music Festival, Sports Competitions
e Visits to places of interest including Celtic Harmony, Camp, St Albans Museum, Whipsnade Zoo, Verulamiwm,
Bhaktivedante Hinduw temple, local town visit

We provide a wide range of extra-cwricular activity for owr children through an extensive programme of clubs

including:
Foothall club French Club
Fencing Girls foothall
Gymnastics Performing arts
Nethall Chaoir
Orchestra Happy Humans
Mindfulness club
Book club

We encowruge the children at St Peter's to have a say on the clubs they would like to see and some children
in Year 6 have led clubs of interest with some support from adults.



Curriculum Leaders,
The work af a Cwrriculum Leader extends across the whole school with focus on further developing good practice.
The purpose of this role is to further improve the quality of the learning experience for all pupils within the subject
and to promote high standards of achievement for all pupils. Cwriculum Leaders have a responsibility to enswre
that the school's cwriculum promotes the Cwrriculum Intent, sustains a thirst for knowledge, and emheds a love
Jor leaming amongst the children. Cwrriculum Leaders develop. their subject within school by

e Keeping up to date with specialist knowledge/developments i.e. research/cowrses at a local

and, national level.

e Ensuring hest pructice and information are cascaded, i.e. delivering/organising staff training to

e Ensuring the actions identified in the school improvement plan (or subject action plans) are

implemented.

e Updating cwrriculum plans.

e Advising on assessment and using assessment to inform subject development.

e Making presentations to meetings of govermnors or parents.

e Meeting with Senior Leaders through the appraisal cycle to review and look forward to ensure

the subject continues to- make a significant impact on standards heing achieved, at the school.

EYFS

At St Peter’'s we promote Comumunication and Language, Personal, Social and Emaotional Development and Physical
We strive to provide an ambitious cwriculum which is broad and balanced whilst also heing filled with an
assortment gf enticing and engaging opportunities to unlock a love of learming for all owr pupils.

Our intent is to provide a cwrriculum which promotes every child to become curious, passionate and confident
inwvestigate, take risks and develop a range of key, skills.

At St Peters we invest in forming positive relationships with all of our pupils. We use owr knowledge of the children
as a strength and use this to tailor owr learning and environment in order to develop their confidence and make
great progress across all areas.

Using owr knowledge of owr cwrent cohort we have created ‘Cwrriculum Ambitions’. These are gouls which we
aspire all children to achieve by the time they leave our EYFS.

Development of vocabulary and communication is intertwined, into all aspects of owr leaming and we use all
inteructions with children as an opportunity to expand and develop these skills

How do we do this in the Early Years?

We helieve and understand that play provides a gatewuay of opportunities to be able to- deliver high quality
and positive leaming experiences. We have reformed and made changes to our pructice and cwriculum in
order to prioritise play and keep it at the core of learning.

We will create curiosity through providing a rich, varied and engaging erwironment which invites and
encouruges adventure, exploration and investigation.

We understand, the importance of getting to know each individual cohort and tailoring owr cwrriculum and,
learning intentions hased on their individual needs. Owr environment allows, plans for and promotes risk
taking and resilience. We want every, child, to leave our EYFS confident to try, new things, having leamt from
Each term we will plan opportunities to develop their gross motor skills through enhancements to the
Play is at the core of everything. This is where we will gather a huge amount of information about the
children’s interests, strengths and areas in need of support. Play is where we will introduce adults to- model,
suggest, speculate or simply listen in order to support children's thinking and leaming. It is where we as
adults will ohserve the children and then discuss with our colleagues what the next steps are. Play is where
Jurther adult led input.




We will develop positive and nurturing relationships with each child through high quality, interactions.
ohservations for each child is what we believe will provide the hest outcomes for our children.

Valuing owr parents and carers views and involving them in their child's leaming is an important aspect. A
‘Floor Book' is created for each class which is added to weekly, with a summary of the learning that has
taken place. This is available for families to look at during drop off and, pick up every day. Our class pages
on the school wehsite are also updated weekly. We use Google Classroom to communicate with parents and,
this is' a great way for our families to send us in any leaming or WOW moments that the children have
accomplished out of school. We use this as a way, to celebrate and to encournge their communication and
language skills. Owr termly Knowledge Organisers provide parents and carers with an overview of what we
will be leaming about and how they can support at home, whilst also explicitly showing where we have
planned opportunities to each aspects of our ‘Cwrriculwm Ambitions.

We are a National Nurturing school and have a whole school approuch which teaches the Zones of Regulation
alongside the JIGSAW PSHE cwriculum. We explicitly teach the different emotions and help children to
develop. their emotional vocabulary in order to express themselves and teach them the different tools needed
to help them to self-regulate.

Alongside our professional knowledge we will also be guided by and refer to the EYFS Statutory Framework
as well as the Birth to Five Matters non-statutory document. We use these documents to guarantee that we
cover a runge of skills across the seven areas of leaning.

Our aim is to ensure that every child is provided with the support needed tor fulfil their potential and bhecome
a successful, enthusiastic and independent leamer. We strive to ensure that the children acquire and develop
a runge of core skills from the EYFS cwrriculum across all seven areas of learning. Daily communication as a
do and areas that will need further support. Our formal assessments, along with owr in-depth knowledge of
our pupils allow us to have an accwrate and detailed picture of where the children are to make sure that we
Most of all our intent is for everything we do to- encapsulate joy and a passion for learning and, discovering
their interests. Creating connections hetween learning and jou are essential in order for children to he able to
have o positive approuch to their education throughout their lives.

.Art & Design

We helieve that Art and Design play an important role in the cwriculum and provide the opportunity for
creativity and individual expression. Our lessons aim to engage, inspire and challenge pupils while equipping
them with the knowledge and skills to experiment, create and critically evoluate their own works of art.
During their time at St Peter’s, children are given regular opportunities to hecome proficient in drawing,
painting, printing, collage and 3D art through a curriculum which is designed to allow children to revisit and
revise skills taught in previous years. We will ensure that children are inspired and challenged throughout
each topic, using a runge af media and tools that will support their learning and progression throughout
Our cwriculum is designed tor allow the children to explore and critically evaluate a broud and, diverse
range of hoth classical and contemporary artists and their work. During an art lesson at St Peter’s School,
the children are encournged to express what they, see;, feel and, think through the use

af a wide variety of media and techniques as our hope is that we ignite a passion for the subject within

How do we teach Art & Design?

Art is taught weekly every half term. It is taught discretely and where possible linked to learning, in other areas of
the cwrriculum.

We aim to teach Art and Design in a fun, creative, imaginative and engaging way.

We will enswre that children are inspired and challenged, throughout each topic, using a range of media and tools
Teachers adapt resources, where necessary to- meet the needs of the child.



Each child will experience drawing, painting, printmaking, collage, textiles and 3D art and skills will he developed
as they progress through the school.

Opportunities will he provided to develop deeper understanding by exploring the work of various artists, cruftsmen
memn@emmwumbwmmmwmuwm}mmwdwmpmmmm
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in the enwironment and will learn to think, expres&wmdoomnwxuwtetku*owghku@andtwcﬂi&nwam

The impact of the Art and Design cwriculum at St Peter's School will lead to- outstanding progress over time for
every child. Our cwriculum will lead children to he enthusiastic Art and Design leamers which will he evidenced,
in a runge of ways: pupil voice, the build-up af knowledge in their sketchhooks and their final pieces. All children
are taught to use technical vocabulary accurately and pupils are expected to know, apply and understand the

Computing

At St Peter's we helieve that Computing is ahout giving every child the skills they need to succeed in our ever-
developing digital society. We understand the essential role Computing plays in the school cwriculum through
world. Computing teaches children to think computationally about problems, issues, and opportunities, which

they can then apply in brouder contexts, as well as giving them experience af working collaboratively,
allowing them to become resilient and recognise their self-worth.

Our aim at St Peter’s, is to provide a broud computing cwrriculum that teaches children discrete computing
school cwriculum. It is now more important than ever that children are able to use technology positively,
responsibly, and safely, and that ways to be a responsible digital citizen positively modelled hoth at school
and in the wider community.

How do we teach Computing?

At St Peter's we choose to use the ‘Purple Mash’ Computing Scheme of Work; a comprehensive set of resources
aligned to the National Cwrriculum for Computing. The scheme of work utilises a spiral cwriculum approuch
and is mapped systematically to enswre a halanced coverage of all three computing strands (computer
science, information technology and digital literacy). As the children progress through the school, they build
their technical skills. The ‘Purple Mash’ Computing Scheme of Work has strong cross-cwricular links, so
areas of the National Curriculum. The scheme exposes children to a wide variety of digital tools, technological
skills, and, innovations. Each child, in the school has their own Purple Mash account allowing any leaming
to be evidenced.

In Early Years, Computing is not a statutory requirement, but we helieve that introducing young children to
a runge of technologies, hoth digital and non-digital, is very important in developing their understanding of
Jor example, learning how to operate mechanical toys or role-play using digital devices such as mohile
phones, camerus, and remote controls.

From Year 1 upwards, children are taught coverage from all three strands of the Computing Cwrriculum on
Purple Mash. In Key Stage 1, children are taught to use technology safely, respectfully, and purposefully,
and,debug,umpizpmrgmm& In Key Stage 2, duidrmbwld,cnthurprwrwanung, Some of the topics covered,



gouls.

Online Safety is taught as part of the Digital Literacy strand which covers a broud range of topics such as
either a positive or negative way through online use. Online Safety is also taught throughout all other
cwrriculum areas and is an integral part of owr school cwrriculum, we use Project Evolve and materials from
The National Online Safety Network to support children where needed.

At St Peter’s, children are supported in computing through a wide range of digital devices such as laptops
Purple Mash scheme, to help children understand concepts and reduce cognitive load.

At St Peter's we ensure a high-quality computing education and celebrate children's learning hoth on Purple

The impact of owr cwrriculum is measured through the following methods:

+Pupil discussions and interviewing the pupils ahout their leaming (pupil voice).

‘Formative assessment forms a part af computing lessons themselves. Teachers will use questioning to check
children's prior knowledge and understanding.

*Monitoring samples of completed submissions of pupil work saved in the pupil files Purple Mash.

+Photo evidence and images of the pupils practical learming (particularly in EYFS).

+Progress is measured through regular teacher assessments. These take place at the end of each unit of work
taught and judgements are made against the National Cwriculum ohjectives. We utilise the Purple Mash
tools which use emerging, expected, and exceeding indicators to ensure consistency, of assessment across. all
gear groups.

-Data analysis will take place to identify any gaps of knowledge or skills in childrens’ learning. This can then

We aim to academically and physically prepared, children for life in their next school stage, in Modern Britain
and the wider world. Computing skills leawmnt at St Peter's, such as understanding computer networks,
computational and critical thinking, and the ahility to select, use and comhine a variety of software, give
children the building blocks that aid them to pwrsue a wide range of interests and vocations in the next stage
aof their lives. Ultimately, we aim to every child to flourish.

Design & T

In DT, we aim to develop creative and innovutive thinkers who are resilient in the face of challenges. We
wuant owr children to he inspired by engineers, inventors, designers, architects and chefs to develop a range
of pructical skills; making links with their prior knowledge in DT as well as in other cwriculum areas.
Throughout our cwrriculum, the children will leam to design for a pwrpose and to critically evaluate their
How do we teach Design & T ?

At St. Peter’s, we teach Design and Technology in practical and engaging discrete lessons that develop the
We follow the ‘Projects on a Page’ scheme of work which ensures that all aspects of the National Cwrriculum
are covered whilst allowing for flexihility to adapt to children's interests. Some of the units of work are

Each prgject works through the following fouwr stages:

Designing: The children are encouwrnged to evaluate existing products and develop designs reflecting the
purpose of the product and the needs of the user using o runge gf methods such as sketches, prototypes and
computer modelling. The children will also consider a diverse runge key people and events that have



Investigating: Key featuwres af projects are explored in more detail and children are given the opportunity to
Making: The children learn a ronge of practical skills to- allow them to measuwre, cut, join and shape with
increasing accwacy and success using a variety of tools and techniques. Materials for are selected for a
particular purpose and the children are encouruged to consider aesthetics as well as procticality. Leamers
have the opportunity to programme BBC Micro:hits and develop hasic food preparation techniques to enahble
them to make a ronge of healthy foods.

Evaluating: In addition to evaluating existing products in the designing stage, the children learn to evaluate
Dwring D&T lessons, many cross-curriculor links are ohserved. Maths links are easy to come across during
any D&T lesson; through measuring materials and also ingredients in cooking. Science knowledge is practised
The impact of our Design and Technology cwriculum is evident in the children's acquisition of relevant skills,
knowledge and vocabulary and is measwred in termly, summative assessments. We aim for our children to
hecome innovutive and creative thinkers who are prepared to take risks, analyse and evaluate products and
children to design an innovative product suitable for our modem, economic and sustainable world. Design

English
Phonics

Phonics is o key skill that supports the development of early reading. Using a consistent approuch through
the school, we aim to provide high quality phonics teaching in order to give children the skills they need for
a successful start to their lifelong jowney as readers.
Using the DPE vulidated scheme Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS), we intend our children to he ahle to:
Decode by identifying each sound within a word, blending them together to read fluently
Read Harder to Read and Spell (HRS) words

How do we teach Phonics?

e Follow a DfE vulidated systematic synthetic phonics (SSP) programme which includes regular, spaced
pructice af grapheme-phoneme correspondences (GPCs) and HRS words

e Havea consistent approuch to teaching phonics where daily, whole class lessons, follow a regular structure,

e Enswe staff are equipped with the necessary professional development and support to deliver owr
curriculum

e Have daily phonics lessons in Reception and Year 1 and for taurgeted children in other year groups

e Enswre children learn the 44 phonemes of the English language

e Use a rigorous assessment system to identify gaps in children's knowledge

e Provide daily interventions to address those gaps

e Provide regular opportunities for children to pructise reading a book which is matched to their phonic
knowledge 1:1 with an adult, in pairs and as a whole class

In Nursery, children access discrete Phonics teaching following Letters and Sounds (2007) phase 1 and apply
that teaching as a whole class, in small groups and during continuous provision. During the swmmer term,
children will be introduced to single letter GPCs ready, for Reception.



The impact of teaching phonics this way is the children will:

Be conflident in their phonic knowledge

Be able to blend and segment words confidently
Read with increasing fluency and expression
Develop a love of reading

Reading

Our aim is to produce fluent and confident life-long readers who, when they leave at the end of Year 6 to
transition to secondary school, can access a range of texts for pleasure and enjoyment. They will also he
How do we teach Reading?

At St Peter’s, children are exposed to- a wide range of high quality and, diverse fiction, non-fiction and poetry
through our Literacy teaching and Whaole Class Reading, lessons.

Early reading

On entry to school until the end of Year 1 children have daily phonics lessons and begin their reading jowney.
Children are taught grupheme phoneme correspondences and practise both orul blending and blending for
reading alongside reading non-decodable words - Harder to Read and Spell words (HRS). We use an SSP
entitled Essential Letters and Sounds (ELS). See our phonics policy and ELS progression for more details.
Children are issued o phonics hook from the second week of phonics teaching in Reception so that they can
practise blending using the grapheme phoneme correspondences and HRS words they have learned that week.
Children are encowruged to read this hook 4 times over the week. Alongside this, children are issued with a
‘sharing hook’ which we encourage parents to read to them. We sometimes make use of the Oxford Owl e~
hooks which accompany owr ELS SSP alongside owr own hook stock.

We understand that reading is of the utmost importance and that parents and carers have a vital role to play
in helping children to enjoy and hecome proficient in reading. We run regular phonics and early reading
workshops for parents so that they understand how our SSP works, and how they can hest support their
record, which enables dialogue about their child's reading with school. A child should he ahble to- decode all
unknown words in a text or have been taught any HRS words in it. They should he ahle to read the text with
Juency. In addition, children read 1:1 with an adult in school once a week. Comprehension skills are developed
Throughout the school, the cwriculum is enriched with high quality and diverse texts (see owr Book Spine)
is also promoted through well stocked and attractive hook corners which contain age-appropriate fiction and
non-fiction texts. These hooks are also shared at end of the day/session story, times from Nursery to Y2.
PPG children and those working significantly below cwriculum expectations will read 1:1 with an adult
several times a week in school. This continues through to Y6.

KS1

Children continue to read 1:1 weekly with an adult until the end of Y2. In KS1, each class has a selection of
hooks by their ‘author of the half term. In this way, we introduce the children to the discussion of an author’s
Whole Class Reading

From the spring term of Year 1 onwards, each class has a daily Whole Class Reading lesson. Explicit teaching
of the following reading skills (VIPERS) takes place in these lessons.

V - vocohulary
I - inference
P - punctuation



E - explanation
R - retrieval

S - summuarising and sequencing

As children move through school, the complexity of texts increases the level of challenge. Vocabulary is
developed in a variety of ways including the following - a range of genres, a variety of diverse authors with

It is recognised that reading comprehension relies heavily on the understanding of vocabulary, and on
knowledge and experiences af the world. Our broud cwriculum aids reading comprehension by, ensuring that
children gain knowledge of the world, in which they live. Through discussion of the text, we explore cultural
and literal allusion. We have worked hard as a school to ensure that our diverse society is reflected in the
texts: and authors our children read.

We strive to ruise the profile of reading through events such as World Book Day, assemblies from outside
agencies such as local hook shops and the library, and an annual Scholastic Book Fair. We have installed a
large hook wull and stairs in the KS2 huilding. We also organise an annual Poetry Festival. Every child
prepares and performs a poem to the rest of their class. Some are chosen to perform to the whole school on
the day of the Festival and the winners at each Key Stage are presented with a cup which they retain for the
year. Some Year 6 children act as Reading amhassadors. They share their love of reading with the rest of the
school through.... In addition, teachers and children in each class share their recommendations, and KS2
teachers use strutegies such as ‘mystery hooks to encowrnge children to read.

At KS2, there are silent reading sessions. There is also a story time at the end of the day. During this time,
teachers read aloud either from their Whole Class Reading text, or another substantial text which is shared,
regulourly.

At St Peter’s, we helieve that reading is our top priority, and is a key driver in owr cwriculum. It underpins

all other cwriculum areas. We aim to

Instill  love and enjoyment of reading within children

Immerse children in o wide ronge of quality literature — fiction, non-fiction and poetry

Equip children with the knowledge and skills to read age-appropriate texts fluently

Give children the confidence and skills to explore and discuss their reactions to texts,

Develop life-long, confident readers who read hoth for pleaswre and for information

Increase children's vocabulary, knowledge and understanding of the world, and their cultwral
understanding.

Speaking & Listening

Our whole school approuches to teaching and learning encourage pupils to voice their ideas in small group
and class discussions. We recognise that sharing, exploring and explaining concepts with peers enhances
learning.

All staff model the use of higher-level vocabulary and the correct use of grammar within their speech. Children
rehearse ideas for writing on a regular hasis. Speaking frames to structwre talk in Maths are used within all

is o key focus from EYFS until our children leave at the end of Year 6. We encouruge children

Suhject specific vocabulary is embedded across the cwrriculum through teacher modelling in context. Pre-

teaching of vocabulary 1:1 or in small groups. is an additional way in which new vocahulary is introduced, to
children ahead of the learning in class. Contextual leaning helps children to understand new words and

Druma is used across the cwriculum to explore and engage children in their leaning. This gives children the
chance to pructise and embed new vocabulary in shared activities. Each class leans and presents an assembly,
which is themed to their leaming, to parents every year.



Children in EYFS perform a nativity play each Christmas; Years 1 and 2 take part in a Christmas production;
Years 3 and 4 rehearse and perform in a musical production and Easter; and Years 5 and 6 perform in the
Summer Term.

Writi
At St Peter's, we intend for our children to leave as confident, capable and independent writers, who not only,

understand the puwrpose and importance of writing but also enjoy, the writing process. We intend, for children
to use their writing skills across the curriculwm.

We intend for all of our children to be able to- confidently communicate their knowledge, ideas and emotions
through their writing. To ensure this, we:
- provide exciting writing opportunities and experiences to engage and enthuse pupils
writing,
- support children to spell new words by, effectively applying the spelling patterns and rules they lecun
- encowuge them to adapt their language and style to suit o range of contexts, pwrposes and
audiences.

How do we teach writing?

At St Peter's, we aim to aeate a positive reading and writing cultwre in school, where hoth are promoted,
enjoyed and considered ‘a pleaswre for all pupils.

Across our school, children receive a daily English lesson. Within each unit of work, carefully sequenced
lessons enswre that prior leaning of grammar, punctuation and spelling is revisited and developed. Each
year group have a yearly overview of writing across a range of gerures, ensuring that children are able to
write for a range of purposes and audiences. Appropriate scoffolds and support are put in place for children
include working in @ small group work with an adult, using scaffolds or using technology to assist with
completion of a task.

We ensure that children are aware of their strengths and areas for development in writing so that learmers
can take ownership of their progress. Where o next step has shared with the children, they are encowruged,
to respond to this in purple pen.

Interventions on specific areas of focus will be carried out by the class teacher or teaching assistant. Memhers
of the KS2 team have received Write Away and High Five training and have used the technigues successfully
and phase.

teaching of new and adventwrous vocabulary. All year groups have access to a wide range of texts in the
Whote Class Reading in KS1 and KS2.

Writing is displayed to encourage pride in work and give children an audience and purpose to work towards.
The introduction of EPOW (Every Piece of Writing) has heen introduced to encournge careful presentation and,
the EPOW statements are decided, by each class so that children are clear ahout the expectations.

We follow the National Curriculwm spelling programme of study, and use a range of resources and, strategies.
The children learn spellings each week as part of their Home Leamning.

Geography,

At St Peter’s, we intend to instil a lifelong love of learning about o diverse range of people and places around
the world in our pupils. We aim to provide a broad and deep understanding of human and physical
Our curriculum intends to provide children with the skills needed to analyse geographical information from
a wide range of sources, such as maps and photographs, in order to answer guestions. Key knowledge is



revisited and built upon in each key stage, enahbling children to consolidate and, expand, their understanding.
We encourage children to utilise connections with other subject areas where appropriate, recognising the
How do we teach Geography?

At St Peter's, Geogruphy is taught using an enguiry approuch, which promotes engagement and interest, and
enables children to develop their investigative skills. Children are provided with opportunities to explore
photos, videos, maps and various sowrces of data to build up a picture af an area or locality and understand
this within a global context, as well as comparing and contrusting localities with one another. Concepts are
explored in depth, immersing children in Geography, and many of these are revisited aiding retention and
Throughout each unit of work, appropriate and specialised geogruphical vocabulary is introduced and
extended as children progress through the school. Children are encowruged to discuss and consider
relationships hetween humans and their environments at a variety of different scales. By the end of Key Stage
2, pupils will have a broad knowledge of the world and a more detailed knowledge of various regions within
it.

When children leave St Peter's they will:

he able to locate continents, countries and cities on maps relevant to localities studied
processes

History

Our aim is for children to leave St. Peter's as discerning critical thinkers with a rich and connected knowledge
of the past. Ouwr cwricuwlum is designed to build upon children's prior leaming, with carefully sequenced
lessons that allow the children to develop an understanding of History and how it has hoth shaped and
influenced our world, locally and worldwide. Through the examination of individuals, societies, cultwres and
countries — hoth the UK and the wider world - History enahbles pupils to- gain awwreness of how events from
the past have shaped the world we live in today. We aim to provide rich encounters with the past, through
different times, places and societies; different people, groups and experiences; and through the lenses of
political, social, economic and cultural History.

How do we teach History?

At St Peter's, History is taught in enquiry-hased hlocks, based around a Key Question. These blocks are
carefully designed with a series of Enquiry Questions used as stepping stones, helping children progressively
build their understanding, wltimately allowing them to answer the Key Question at the end of the unit. This

Our Early Years Foundation Stage cwrriculum hegins by offering planned opportunities to introduce the
vocahulary and ideas that will be expanded upon in KS1. By the end of Key Stage 2, our pupils have
developed a strong chronological understanding of British History, complemented by significant periods in
d Hi . includi ; ilizations.

Lessons are designed, to nurture both disciplinary knowledge (historical skills and methods) and substantive
knowledge (historical content). This dual approuch equips students with the necessary tools to investigate
History effectively and comprehend its significance. We provide a secure chronological framework, reinforced,
interconnections in History and hegin to build a mental timeline of the past.



sowrces where possible. Visits from external providers and themed dress up days help to bring historical
events to life and classes often emhark on field trips to local historical sites, providing first hand exposure to

Children are assessed on their knowledge and skills in a voriety of ways. Each unit hegins with a concept
map, to record prior knowledge, which we retum to at the end of the program, when we answer the Key
Question. We identify the key knowledge for each unit of work, which we revisit through regular assessment
Jor leaming opportunities, allowing teachers to address misconceptions or gaps. Students hooks reflect a
clear lesson sequence tied to Key Questions, and vocabulary, which is systematically taught and applied.
Maths

At St Peter's we helieve Mathematics is vital for the life opportunities of owr children. It is an essential method,
in Maths is to a create positive, caring, wﬂubomﬂwamimdumdawumewwomnentmﬁmdulwm}%b
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do’ maths. Through owr nurtwre principles we develop owr children to become independent mathematicians
with confidence and capability that they can apply in the real world. We wunt every child to experience a
sense of awe and wonder as they solve a problem for the first time, discover different solutions and make
Through the use of HfL Essential Maths the children develop a deep understanding of the mathematics they,
are learning. We aim to build on solid foundations in mathematical understanding and allow children the
time to grusp their understanding. Where possible we try to keep the class working together on the same
topic, some children will gain greater depth of proficiency and understanding We helieve in going deeper
Our calculation policy is in line with HPL Essential Maths and outlines the pathwuay to the required written
Jormal calculation methods as outlined in the National Cwriculum (2014).

How do we teach Maths?

«All classes are taught in a daily maths lesson.

*Teachers use HPL Essential Maths planning and use other materials such as White Rose to support the
teaching of the lessons. The sequences are written as a spiral cwriculum. Each learning sequences is hroken
into small steps that build on previous knowledge and develop sequence by sequence, year by year. It is
aspirational and ensures progression and coverage. The spiral cwriculum allows teachers to be aware of prior
and future learning.

+Destination questions are used to exemplify the range and pitch of examples children should he able to
answer at different points in the sequence.

*Teachers follow the CPA approuch to move from mental to- written calculations in line with the calculation
policy. These models and images are consistent throughout the school.

*Reasoning, explanation and justification is promoted through the daily lessons and supported through the
use af speaking frames, open ended, tasks. Children are encournged to explain their thinking as well as using,
written and pictorial explanations.

‘We use ‘Fluency sessions outside of the Maths lesson to develop ‘number sense’. These session allow for
opportunities for children to revisit and emhed mathematical concepts across the cwriculum in order to move
*The programme Numhaots is used to- support number sense development in Key stage one.

additional scaffolding or support that is needed.

Multiplication tables are taught within the cwriculum and the children are encouraged to use Times Tahle
Rockstars to support and develop their speed and accuwracy, in recalling times table and, related, facts.
‘Working wulls are used in each classroom to support children in their current learning or to help make links
hetween topics. Vocabulary the children are expected to use and understand will be displayed and referred
to.



questioning will be used in every lesson. Where appropriate, teachers use the HPL Essentail diagnostic half
termly, assessments to help them to identify next steps hoth for individuals and for whole classes. T

Maths will he monitored via ‘Book Looks’, feedhack, classroom visits, ohservations, pupil voice and pupil
*St Peter's works with other schools in our local area to share good practice and to learn from each other..
Teachers also attend moderation meetings organised by HPL on a regular basis.

have access to ‘On track Maths' to support with closing the gaps if this is seen appropriate. They are also a
variety of other resowrces and materials that the teacher will draw upon to support them with this. Where
possible we use pre teaching to support the children in leaming they may encounter. Owr aim is for children
to keep up rather than catch up.

‘The Maths link governor meets with the subject leader to gain a greater understanding of the schools

By providing a high quality mathematics education owr pupils will he well prepared to access the requirements
af Key Stage 3,with a good foundation for understanding the world, the ahbility to reason mathematically
and to appreciate the importance gf maths. Most importantly they will have a sense of enjoyment and

Bg,ﬂwend,o;ﬁKeg,SmQLZ our children will:
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-reason mathematically by following a line af enquiry, conjecturing relationships and generalisations, and
solve problems by applying their mathematics to a vuriety of routine and noruoutine problems with
increasing sophistication, including breaking down problems into- o series of simpler steps and, persevering in

MFL (French)

Bierwenue & Lécole St. Peter's! At St. Peter's, we helieve language learming is an essential part of a brood
and balanced cwricwlum. We teach French across KS2, from Y3 to Y6, and also promote diversity by
recognising and highlighting the other languages spoken in owr school community.

We helieve in empowering children with a love for learning languages and want to provide them with the
Joundation for learmning further languages. in KS3.

We wunt to- provide children with the building blocks of language - sounds, words and rules - to help them
to communicate with French speakers and make themselves understood.

We wuant our children to learn about new cultwres by, comparing them to their own and develop their curiosity
ahout the world around them.:

“The ahility to speak and understand modem languages. is essential in increasing trust, trade and engagement
hetween and within societies,” British Council.

How do we teach French?

+At St Peter’s, French is taught across Key Stage 2, from Year 3 to Year 6. All children receive 1 hour of French
teaching per week, taught by a specialist language teacher. There are follow-up activities to each lesson for
‘There are three strands to longuage leamning at St. Peter's: phonics (sounds), vocabulary (words) and
grammar (rules). The vocabulary taught varies in each year group, whereas the phonics and grammar are
repeated in Y3&4 and then again in Y5&6.

progress. Every opportunity it taken to use previously taught language in classroom instructions.

-Lessons also exploit everyday and rich cultwral contexts to build confident communication in the new
language. New knowledge of culturol aspects is shared in English or French, depending on the words needed
to conwvey it.




Audio-enabled PowerPoints are used, in every lesson. Songs, both authentic and created, are introduced, for
a variety of purposes, including developing memory, establishing simple classroom routines, phonics practice
and developing cultwral knowledge.

«Children are continually assessed on the knowledge they are taught in lessons, whenever they are called,
upon to understand/and or produce language, without reference to resources. Periodically, they complete

The impact of the MFL cwrriculum at St Peter's School will lead to outstanding progress over time for every
child. Owr cwrriculum will lead children to he enthusiastic language leamners. Children will listen attentively,
to spoken French and engage in conwersations. The will he able to speak in sentences and have an
understanding of hasic grammar. Children will be ready to take their leaning of languages to the next level.
Music

Music is an integral part of life at St Peter's. It is crucial to children's development of their intellectual
curiosity, motor skills, imagination, self-discipline, self-expression, confidence and social skills. Through our
hroud and balanced cwriculum, we want every child to enjoy opportunities to- compose, notate, listen,

Music is planned in-line with the statements laid out in the national curriculum. It is also planned with
meaningful cross-cwricular links where possible. Charanga and BBC Sounds are used to resowrce and

How do we teach Music?

Music at St Peter’s is taught by specialist teachers but is emhedded into general school life and implemented
throughout all year groups. From EYFS to Y6 pupils are given dedicated music lessons, tailored, to- captwre
the specific age related skills in a fun and exciting way. At St Peter's, we offer every child the opportunity
class teaching and ensure that all pupils who want to continue are given the opportunity to do so.

Our class music lessons have heen designed to often complement the wider cwrriculum and themes linking to
skills which children develop and acquire are built on, year on year. Music is practical and creative, and as
such, we have enswred that our pupils have access to a wide range of instruments and are given regular
opportunities to perform, developing their interpersonal skills through group work, building resilience,
additional music clubs are gffered to further enrich the musical offering at St Peter's and these are open and
available tor everyone further building the sense of belonging and community at St Peter’s school.

We hope that the impact of our music cwriculum enables children to perform, listen and respond to- music
and, to develop their musical skills further in later Life.

PE

At St Peter’s School, the principal aims of Physical Education are to encouruge and promote physical activity
within the children. We aim to focus attention on the importance of exercise for a healthy lifestyle and the
Jair play, co-operation and communication, as well as encowrnging positive attitudes.

How do we teach PE?

All children have two lessons of PE a week, totalling two hours; most af these will he led by their class
teacher, although one half term a year will be co-taught alongside a qualified. Gymnastics couch. These
lessons focus on developing sport specific skills across a wide range of areas including OAA, gymnastics,
dance, invasion games, striking games and net games. In addition, children in Year 4 and Year 5 swim once
a week for the whole year.

The PE cwriculum is planned to ensure that children are able to learn the key skills for each of these elements
of PE during their time at school. The children’s achievements in PE are celebrated in assemhblies throughout



the year, on our clubs display hourd, in the bi-weekly newsletter, and culminate in a whole school Sports
Day at the end of the summer term.

Extro-cwrricular sport

Sport is very important to us here at St Peter's School. Children represent the school in local leagues for
Nethall, Foothall and Cross Country, locally run events such as District Sports, as well as in targeted Compete,
Aspire or Inspire School Games events, such as Hockey, Tag Rughy and, Baskethall.

We recognise that sport promotes teamwork, a sense of fair play and a feeling of pride in one’s school and
we encowuge as many children as possible to take part in extro-cwrricular sporting activity.

We also regularly organise whole school events and participate in national initiatives, including the Daily
Mile and National School Sports Week, to provide all children with access to a hroud range of sports and

Through the PE cwriculuwm at St. Peter's we strive to- ensure that our children's attainment and progress is in line
with or exceeding their potential. Through a well-rounded PE Cwrriculum, we intend, children will be academically,

We measure the impact af PE in terms of phusical literacy- the ahbility to complete a range of gross and, fine motor
skills applied to everyday activities~- as well as sport specific skills, such as throwing and catching a hall or holding
a halance in Gyumnastics. However, we also recognise the importance af children learning to hecome rounded
PSHE

Our intent for PSHE is that when children leave St Peter's, they will do so with the knowledge, understanding and
emotions to he able to play an active, positive and successful role in today's diverse society. We wuant our children
to have high aspirations, o helief in themselves and realise that anything is possible if they put their mind to it.
In an ever-changing world, it is important that they are aware, to an appropriate level, of different factors which
will affect their world and that they learn how to deal with these so that they have good mental health and well-
heing.

Our PSHE cwrriculum develops leaming and results in the acquisition of knowledge and skills which will enable
children to access the wider cwriculum and prepare them to he a glohal citizen now and, in their future roles within
a world-wide community. It promotes the spiritual, moral, cultural, mental and physical development of pupils,
preparing them for the opportunities, responsibilities and experiences for later life. Our Relationships and Sex
Education enables owr children to learn how to he safe, and to understand and develop healthy relationships, hoth

How do we teach PSHE?

EYFS:

In the Foundation Stage, PSHE and citizenship is taught as an integral part of topic work and is emhedded
throughout the cwrricwlum. The ohjectives taught are the Personal, Social and Emotional Development statements.
Jrom ‘Development Matters in the EYFS' and the PSED Early Leaning Gouls. Reception also uses the Jigsaw Scheme
af Work materials. (see helow)

Key Stage 1 and Key Stage 2:

At Key Stage 1 and 2, PSHE is taught through o clear and comprehensive scheme af work in line with the National
Cuwrriculum. We enswre we cover the Health and Well-Being, Relationships and Living in the Wider World Leaning
Opportunities set out in the PSHE Assotiation's Programme of Study, which comprehensively cover the statutory
Health Education and Relationships Education guidance.

Children are taught PSHE using ‘Jigsaw’ which is a spiral, progressive scheme of work, covering all of the ahove
and, 'aims to prepare children for life, helping them to know and value who they are and understand how they
relate to- other people in this ever-changing world. There is a strong emphasis on emotional Literacy, building
resilience and nurturing mental and physical health. It includes mindfulness to allow children to advance their
emotional awuareness, concentrution and focus.

At St Peter’s, in addition to- Relationships Education, we also teach aspects of Sex Education that is covered, in our
Science Cwriculum.  Alongside this we teach ahout different kinds of relationships, including same sex



Jull diversity of the world they live in and be prepared for life in modem Britain. The Sex Education aspects of
PSHE are also taught through the ‘Jigsaw’.

PSHE is taught through Jigsaw’s six half termly, themes with each year group studying the same unit at the same
time (at their own level):

Autumn 1: Being Me in My World

Autumn 2: Differences (including anti-bullying)
Spring 1: Dreams and Gouls

Spring 2: Healthy Me

Summer 1: Relationships

Summer 2: Changing Me (including Sex Education)

It also identifies links to British Values, and SMSC and is taught in such a way as to reflect the overall aims,

Wider Cwrriculwmu:

We helieve that focusing on developing a 'Growth Mindset in our children will help them to build resilience,
independence and confidence; emhrace challenge; foster a love of learning; and increase their level of happiness.
We do this through the language we use in class, praising children for their efforts, and using language to
encouruge children to change their way af thinking. This supports hoth owr school and PSHE aims and values, and,
we focus on Growth Mindsets in all aspects af school life.

PSHE, including SMSC and BV, is an integral part of the whole school cwrriculum, and is therefore often taught

Visitors such as emergency services, NSPCC and the school nwrse complement owr PSHE cwriculum to offer

We encouruge our pupils to develop their sense of self-worth by playing a positive role in contributing to- school
life and the wider community. We challenge all of owr pupils to look for opportunities to show the school values

Assemblies are linked to PSHE, British Values and SMSC and, cover any additional sessions that would henefit the
whole school. Whole school circle time happens once a week, this is where the children in Year 1-Year 6 join

together to discuss a number of topical issues.
PSHE, BV and SMSC displays throughout school reinforce the PSHE cwrriculum enabling children to- make links.

As a result of the impact of owr PSHE cwrriculum at St. Peter’s, we strive to ensure that owr children's attainment
and progress is in line with or exceeding their potential. Through a well-rounded PSHE Cwriculum, we intend
child, to flourish.

RE

At St. Peter's we are Positive, Caring and Inclusive. We deeply emhed these values through our Religious
Education. We wunt owr children to be independent and conscientious leaners who hecome responsible memhbers
af society. They will explore hig questions ahout life and will develop their knowledge of Religion on a local,
national and glohal scale. Our lessons are often cross cwricular to enhance owr children's spiritual, morul, social
and cultwrol development.

We are extremely proud of our diverse community at St. Peter's and we strive to bring this to the forefront of our
RE teaching. Our children will leave our school with a growing understanding and respect for all faiths.

How do we teach RE?




Our Religious Education follows the Hertfordshire Agreed Syllabus which supports the statutory requirements
Jor Religious Education. RE is taught weekly in KS1 and KS2 in order to- build upon prior knowledge. The
children's learning is further enhanced with faith visitors, visits to places of worship and assemblies. We

The principal religions being taught at St. Peter’s are:

Christiani
Hinduism

Sikhism
Judaism
Buddhism
Islam

Through the study of these Religions, children will cover these eight key areas of learning:
Beliefs and pructices
Prayer, Worship and Reflection
Sources of wisdom
Symhbols and Actions
Identity and, Belonging
Ultimate Questions
Human Responsibility and Values

Justice and Fairness

We like to collect photogruphs of owr experiences during our RE lessons and during enrichment activities
in owr RE Floor hook. This allows the children to take ownership of their learning and to reflect hack in
order to deepen and build upon prior knowledge. This also allows for children to- make their ideas and,
thoughts known through pupil voice. This is also shown to parents in order to celebrate our leaming.
The children of St. Peter's will:
¢ Have a deep understanding of Christianity and owr other Principal religions.
e  Be understanding and tolerant towwrds people different cultures, faiths, religious and non-
ligious, beliefs.
¢  Have developed social, moral, spiritual and cultural understanding of themselves, their peers and
the world around them.
e  Have first-hand experiences of places of worship and of religious festivals and celebrations.

Science

At St Peter’'s we aim to develop a love of science in our children. As our children at St Peter's progress through
the school themes are revisited, with a spiral cwrriculum design, allowing subject knowledge tobe consolidated
and built upon. This helps owr pupils to gain a concrete knowledge and understanding of the world, in which
we live.

We provide enrichment opportunities through school trips, workshops and assemblies to engage all children
in their leaming. At St Peter’s, children are encowrnged to question, investigate and enquire to deepen their
Children at St Peter's are exposed to a range of diverse Scientists, with the intent for our children to leave St
Peter's curious and inspired to study Biology, Chemistry and Physics at their next school level.

How do we teach Science?

We develop key skills and understanding through owr use of the Herts for Learning teaching resources, in
Explorify. As children progress through the school, themes are revisited, allowing subject knowledge to he
consolidated and built upon. Teacher's careful monitoring at the start of a new unit allows pupils to begin
their jowrney at the place that is right for them. We balance theory with a hands~-on, practical approuch where
possible, as we understand this is how children learn best. We allow children to- build upon their experiences
and in doing so, gain a more concrete knowledge and understanding of the world in which we live.




e Science is taught weekly so that children revisit concepts to build upon and secure prior leamning.
e Teachers use long term cwriculum maps to plan for progression and coveruge.

e Planning involves teachers creating engaging lessons, using high-quality resources to aid,
learning, so that all children keep up.

. Webiulduponwbswuhremmdpwwrg,knowwdgzoﬂﬂwpmw& Ast}wdljld,rerﬁs
scientific equipment, oouatug,and,m,terpmtmg/reswm they hecome increasingly confident in
their growing ahility to come to conclusions hased on real evidence.

o Assessment Wheels are used to support skills for working scientifically.

e Knowledge organisers are used, to support key knowledge, concepts and vocabulary.

e Teachers demonstrate how to use scientific equipment, and the various Working Scientifically
skills in order to emhed scientific understanding.

e Opportunities for cross cwrricular writing are used to demonstrate and assess scientific knowledge
e.g. diary writing - ‘jowney of an apple pip’ for the digestive system.

e Teachers find opportunities to develop children's understanding of the science in their
erwironment through accessing outdoor learning, science in the wider world and workshops with
experts.

e Children are offered a wide range af extra-cwrricular activities, visits, trips and visitors to
taught in class.

e Regular events, such as Science Week or Science Days provide hrouder provision and to revisit
topics to emhed learning in the long-term memory and allow for the acquisition and application
af knowledge and, skills. These events often inwvolve families and the wider community.

By the end of Year 6 children will develop a deeper understanding of a wide range of scientific ideas. They

should do this through exploring and talking abhout their ideas; asking their own questions about scientific
phenomena; and analysing functions, relationships and interactions more systematically. At upper key stage
2, they should encounter more abstruct ideas and hegin to recognise how these ideas help them to- understand
develop over time. They should select the most appropriate ways to answer science guestions using different
grouping and classifying things, carrying out comparative and fair tests and finding things out using a wide
ohservutions, use evidence to justify their ideas, and use their scientific knowledge and understanding to

explain their findings.

* Owr cwricuwlum follows ‘The National Cwrriculum’ other resowrces we have used to help us develop the



Through the cwricuwlum at St. Peter's we strive to enswre that our children’s attainment in core and foundation
suhjects is in line with or exceeding their potential. We measure this carefully using o range of materials, but abwoys
considering age related expectations. We intend that the impact is that children will be academically and physically
prepared for life in their next school stage, in Modern Britain and the wider world. Ultimately, helping every child,
to flourish.

We want our children to become rounded characters with a clear understanding of complex values like equality,
Jriendship, trust and many others. From this they will develop a charucter that prepares them for living in the
community demonstrating tolerance and equality. We measure this not just by the work owr children produce, but
in the behaviours we see each and every day in all learmers on the playground, in corridors, and in the many roles
we give them.

Children are assessed during every lesson, which enables our teachers to plan the next steps for each child. Teachers
which enahles each pupil to make progress within the lesson and overtime. Children are expected to make good or

Staff at St Peter’s use rigorous triangulated monitoring throughout the year to gauge the impact of the cwriculum

design. Senior Leaders and Subject Leaders monitor individual subjects: reviewing leaming, evaluating pupil voice,
{ding individual feedhack to ice.f |, celebrati itives and, highlighti of dovel

that through couching and continued professional development are developed and strengthened. The impact of the

cwrriculum is reviewed half termly and progress is measured against end of year outcomes for individual pupils

and for the year group.

Enjoyment of the cwrriculum promotes achievement, confidence and good hehaviour. Children feel safe to try new

things. The pupils will be able to work collabhoratively with their peers and independently as inquisitive leamers

who are motivated to excel and who have a thirst for learning. The pupils will have a strong desire to emhruce

challenge and to be resilient lecrners.

Our cwricuwlum will also enable our pupils to become good citizens and demonstrute an appreciation for each other,

the school community and the world. Our pupils will be respectful and will show tolerance and acceptance to those

We will measure the impact of cwrricwlum through:

Pupil achievement data.

Attendance rates.

Behaviour.

Extroo Cwrriculuwm registers.

Pupil Voice.

Parent guestionnaires.

Classroom visits,

This document wus reviewed and updated by all Cwrriculum leaders Septemhber 2023.




